DUPL| CATE Report No. 74
(dated 24 Jun 42)

REPORT NO._ 74

H STORI CAL OFFI CER

CANADI AN M LI TARY HEADQUARTERS

Further Material on the SPlI TSBERGEN
Oper ati on, August - Septenber, 1941.

1. This Report presents material on the SPI TSBERGEN operati on of August and

Septenber 1941, further to that collected in Report No. 56.

NAVAL COMVANDER S REPORT

2. The nost inportant itemhere presented is a copy of the Report on the
operation prepared by the Naval Commander, Rear-Admiral P.L. (now Sir Philip)
VIAN, D.S.O This copy was made froma carbon copy in possession of the War

Ofice.

3. Al so presented is a copy of the Report addressed to Admiral Vian by
Captain WG AGNEWof H MS. "Aurora", who was senior naval officer at

SPI TSBERGEN on 26 Aug - 1 Sep 41, during the absence of Admiral Vian on the
voyage to the WHITE SEA. This forns Appendix Vto the Admiral's own Report.
O the total of seven Appendices, two (IlIl and VI1) were not present in the
Canadian O ficial Hi storian el sewhere; and available to the Canadian O ficial
H storian el sewhere; and one (VI) seenmed scarcely of sufficient interest to

justify copying it, the nore so as the tine avail able was short.

4. It will be noted that Admiral Vian's Report is dated 4 Sep 41 - the day

followi ng the departure of the Force from SPI TSBERGEN, and previous to his own
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enterprise agai nst eneny naval forces which resulted in the destruction of the

"Brense" and ot her German vessel s.

5. Admiral Vian's Report adds materially to the facts collected in Report
No. 56 on the naval aspects of the operation, particularly on points of

details. Sone of the nore inportant additions should be noted here:

a. There is valuable material on the prizes taken, nanes of vessels

being given. the interpretation in footnote 14 to Report No. 56 is

confirmed. The prizes actually obtained in the course of this visit
to SPI TSBERGEN were evidently three colliers, I NGERTO, NAND and
MUNI' N, | aden; one tug, |SBJORN, two sealing vessels, POLARI C and
SVALBARD; one whaling vessel, ANGNES. It is inportant to note the

i ngenious work in this connection, of Lieutenant TAMBER of the Royal
Nor wegi an Navy, whom Admiral Vian on his previous visit had left at
SPI TBERGEN in the capacity of Mlitary Governor. (Admiral Vian's

Report, para. 5);

b. There is further useful material on the voyage to the WH TE SEA, on
events there, and the return voyage to SPITSBERGEN. (Admiral Vian's

Report, paras. 9 - 21);

c. Captain Agnew s Report provides additional material on the
evacuation of outlying Norwegian settlenments, and particularly the

nmeasures taken for picking up individual trappers;

d. In general, these Reports nake avail able nost useful additiona
material on the details of naval novenments, and the Oficia

Hi storian will probably be well advised to use themas his prinmary
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source for this portion of his narrative. Conparison with Report
No. 56 reveals no very serious discrepancies, but Admral Vian
states that the squadron entered GREEN BAY at 0800 hrs on 25 Aug.
not 0700 as stated in report No. 56, para. 57 on the less certain
authority of M. Ross MJNRO  Captain Agnew s Report nodifies the
account of the evacuation of the Norwegi an settlenments given in

Report No. 56, paras. 82 ff., in certain particulars: e.g.

"Aurora" went from SVEAGRUVA to ADVENT BAY (not BARENTSBURG and

arrived there not "on 31 Aug" but at 1900 hrs on 30 Aug.

6. Admiral Vian's Report has been copied quite literally including such
obvious slips as "Genfjord" for "Gonfjord" (para. 21) and "The" for "This"

at the foot of the first page.

FREE FRENCH MATERI AL

7. Ref erence is made in Appendix "C' (below) to a book by Lieutenant

BRI LHAC of the Free French forces entitled "Poor Conbattre Avec De Gaulle". A
chapter of this book (which has not yet been published) was kindly nade
available to the witer by Free French Headquarters in LONDON i n connection
with the article "The Canadi ans at Spitsbergen", and extracts fromit are
included in that article. It has not been thought necessary to copy the whole
chapter, as it adds little in the way of factual material to that already
collected, and will presumably be available in print in due tine. |Its

interest is |less factual than "atnospheric". Incidentally, Brigadier POITS

nane invariably appears in it as "Pods".

8. It is worth noting that the Free French party are frequently referred to

in M Brilhac's manuscript as "les cent quatre-vingt-six". As Free French
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Headquarters presumably have the best neans of determining the nunbers of this
party, and as M Brilhac was hinself a nenber of it, it may be taken that its
total strength was 186, not 192 as stated in Admiral Vian's Report (para. 19)

in Report No. 56 (para. 87).

9. t he SPI TSBERGEN chapter of M Bril hac's manuscri pt has been placed on
CMHQ file 24/ ARTI CLES/ 1.
DI ARY OF CAPTAI N HALL

10. It should be noted that Captain Perry HALL of 1 Spec tun Coy, R C E

who was attached to the expedition, kept a useful and interesting diary of its
operations. This diary will be found attached as an Appendix to the War Diary
of 1 Cdn Spec Tun Coy for September 1941. It was not seen by the witer unti

28 Jan 42 and no material fromit is included in Report No. 56.

11. It may be worth nentioning that the reference to the work of
Captain Hall (who was attached to Force 111 on account of his technica
qualifications as a mning engineer) inserted in the article (Appendix "C")

was placed there as the result of a suggestion by General MNAUGHTON.

ARTI CLE "THE CANADI ANS AT SPI TSBERGEN'

12. Attached as Appendix "C' is the text of an article prepared by the

witer for the Canadi an Geographi cal Journal but not yet published.

13. This is unlikely to have much value for the Oficial H storian except
for the fact that it contains sone "background material" on SPlI TSBERGEN
deriving frombooks consulted at the Library of the Royal CGeographica

Society. It may be noted in passing that this hasty piece of research
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elicited the fact that the proper spelling of the archipelago's nane is
clearly SPITSBERGEN and not SPI TZBERGEN. The forner spelling has accordingly

been adopted in the present report.

14. Needl ess to say, a great deal of material found in Report No. 56 could

not be given to the public at the present tine. This article, therefore, is
far frompresenting the whole story of the SPI TSBERGEN enterprise. It is
however, the nost conplete account of it yet known to have been prepared for
publication; and it is not wholly beyond the bounds of possibility that this
brief connected narrative of the affair mght assist the Oficial H storian in

obt ai ni ng a general view of the operation.

(C. P. Stacey) Mjor,
H storical Oficer,
Canadian Mlitary Headquarters.
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REPORT NO 74

APPENDI X " A"
No. 45/0190 H MS. N GER A
MVEMORANDUM 4th Septenber, 1941
OPERATI ON " GAUTLEY"
REPORT OF PROCEEDI NGS
So; for better or for worse, ran Gauntlet.
1. The task of the command lay chiefly in the instillation of sweet reason

with the arrival in London of M Yerzin of the Soviet Legation, and
Maj or Pran, of the Norwegi an, nmeasure of the success or failure of the

endeavour shoul d becone apparent.

2. Endeavour was nmade to | eave uni npaired at Advent Pynt a quantity of
steam coal against it being required in future for fuelling coal-fired
trawmers. It cannot be said, until the main stocks are burnt out, whether

this endeavour wi Il provide successful.

3. The operation inposed hard work on snall ships who, when not at sea, had
necessarily to be enployed for transport purposes, or for patrols; the
excel | ent conduct of Lieutenant-Comander C.D. Maude, D.S.C., R N, conmandi ng
H MS. ICARUS, and of Lieutenant A.C. Lister, D.S.C., RN R, comandi ng
HMS. ELM was brought constantly to ny notice. Chief Officer WH G Hine,
Acting Master of R F. A OLI GARCH was renarkabl e by reason of the anount of

wor k, extraneous to his duties proper, which he cheerfully undert ook

4, On no occasion until the night of 4th Septenber was any attenpt to

conmuni cate on high frequency successful, save only on 4740 kc/s.

Sgd....T. VIAN.
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Rear - Adm ral Conmmandi ng,

Force "A".

NARRATI VE

Prelimnary Myvenents

1. Force "A" proceeded from Scapa and nmet "Enpress of Canada" on

19t h August 1941, fuelled at Hvalfjord on 21st August and arrived at Position
AA, 60 miles west of Isfjord, at 0930 on 24th August. The rendezvous with

R F.A. OLI GARCH and trawl ers was not made until 2000 on 24th August, the
magnetic conditions in these waters having put her sonme 40 miles out of her

reckoni ng.

Arrival at Spitsbergen

2. The conbi ned force entered Gonfjord at 0800 on 25th August, air

reconnai ssance havi ng shown the settlenents to be clear of Gernans.

Di senbar kati on of Troops and Enbarkation of Russians

3. The di senbarkati on of troops and enbarkati on of Russians from G umant by,
Pyram den and Barent sburg proceeded sonmewhat in accordance with the plan, the
| atter operation being del ayed by the insistence of the Russian Conm ssar,

M P. 1. Wl nuhi, at Barentsburg on the transport to Russia of heavy comunal
machi nery and other stores in addition to the personal bel ongi ngs of the
people. This situation was net by Brigadier Potts, in his own way, w thout

detrinent, | believe, to the rel ati ons which should exi st between Al lies.
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Denplition - Visits to Barentsburg and Advent Fjord to decide on extent

4. Bar ent sburg and Advent Fjord were visited by the Brigadier and nysel f
and the extent to which denolition should be carried out to fulfil the terns
of our directives was decided on the spot. A copy of a letter on this subject

witten by me to Brigadier Potts is encl osed as Appendi x I.

In Longyearby, protests were entered by the Gvil Governor and the Coal
Manager agai nst the destruction of free stocks of coal. A copy of the report

of a nmeeting held at Longyearby is encl osed as Appendix I1.
I requested the Brigadier to | eave nme at Longyearby not |ess than 1000
tons of steam coal against it being required by trawl ers who m ght be

refuelled there in the future.

Nor wegi an Prizes, and Situation at Spitsbergen since previous visit of

Force "A".

5. In Advent Fjord, there were the three Norwegi an Colliers I NGERTO NANDI
and MUNIN, laden: the WT |ogs and m scel | aneous docunents i npounded from
t hese vessels are being forwarded to the Director of Naval Intelligence

direct.

The presence of these ships at Spitzbergen is entirely attributable to
the aplonb, during his period of office, of the Mlitary Governor,
Li eutenant R A Tanber, RN N He informed the German Conmand i n Norway, from

time to time, that a collier could be received for |oading.
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The colliers duly arrived and each was sailed, by signal only, after a

decent interval

German air reconnai ssances sent to determne the fate of these ships

were not successful, no flight being pushed inland further than Kap Line.

Intelligence obtained fromthe Masters of S.S. NANDI and S.S. MININ is

encl osed as Appendi x VII.

6. On account of other neasures taken by Lieutenant Tanber, censorship,
fal se reports, etc., it seens clear that the Gernmans had no know edge of the

former visit to Spitzbergen of H M Ships.

7. Contrary to the intelligence reports shown ne in London, no soviet ships
had in fact arrived in the Soviet ports and supplies and becone, in certain

essentials, very small

8. On the evening of the 26th August, the Norwegi an convoy, of which
Li eut enant Tanber was appoi nted Commodore with his Broad Pendant in
S.S. INGERTO, was sailed for Hval fjord, escorted by H M Ships SEALYHAM and

AURORA.

AURORA parted conpany and returned to Gronfjord on the norning of the

27t h August.

In ny message tinmed 0006A of 27th August the route of the convoy was

reported to you with a request for additional escort to be sent in the latter

stage of the passage.
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Departure of N GERIA, EMPRESS OF CANADA and Destrovyers for Archangel.

9. NI GERI A, EMPRESS OF CANADA, | CARUS, ANTELOPE and ANTHONY sailed from
Gonfjord for Archangel at mdnight on 26th august; at Spitzbergen there

remai ned OLI GARCH, HAZEL and VAN OOST who were, for security, to be sailed to
the westward on 27th August so soon as the trawl ers had conpl eted coal i ng; and

ELM who with AURORA was to operate in Spitzbergen until the return of N GERI A

NI GERI A | eft one Walrus at Spitzbergen for co-operation with the

Mlitary.

Proceedi ngs of HMS. AURCRA

10. The proceedings of HMS. AURORA for the period 26th August to

2nd Septenber are included as Appendi x V.

Passage to Archangel

11. At 1300 on the 27th August, in position 75°55' N 24°E, HMS. N CGER A

spoke HHMS. DEVONSHI RE in conpany wi th Convoy "DERVI SH'.

12. At 1045 on 29th August, when 20 miles from Dvina Light Vessel, a
destroyer was sighted which proved to be "G oznin" flying Admral Dolini's

fl ag.

The "G oznin" remained i n company and anchored with the Force off the

Dvi na Li ght Vessel.

Ar changel
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13. Admiral Dolini called bringing with him Captain Blinov and Comrander

Whburd: the two latter remained in NIGERIA for the period of the visit.

14. Admiral Dolini described the neasures which he had taken for the
security of the force, which included the trawling of the anchorage and the

provision of three notor cutters for patrol purposes during daylight hours.

15. The Admiral was nost cordial and preferred the services of the port;
arrangenents were therefore made to oil H M Ships | CARUS and ANTELOPE in the

river.

The report of the Commanding Oficer, HMS. ICARUS, on the oiling
arrangenents is included as Appendix IIl to these proceedings: paragraph 3 of

this report is being dealt with separately.

16. At the Admiral's suggestions, M Yerzin and the Russian Consul and Vice-
Consul from Barentsburg came on board NI GERI A and, in his presence and m ne
were asked if the arrangenents nade for their evacuation, and for their
passage to archangel, had been satisfactory.

They said that they had; there were ten or twelve persons who had not as
yet connected with their personal baggage, but it was doubtless on board and
woul d cone to light during the course of unl oading.

| wi shed them good- bye, thanked them for their co-operation, and they
left.

A report by Major A B. Blake, MI1.L.O, relating to the evacuation of

Bar ent sburg, is included as Appendix |IV.

17. Admiral Dolini, with whom| exchanged presents, left shortly afterwards.
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18. At 1400, two nerchant vessels arrived at the anchorage from Archangel
and were berthed al ongsi de "EMPRESS OF CANADA".
Into these vessels the 2175 Russian passengers, their baggage and over
200 tons of their conmunal stores were off-|oaded the work being carried out
by seanen sent fromH MS. N GERI A
19. O f-1oading was conpl eted by 0400 on 30th August; sailing was postponed
until 1100 to enable 192 de gaullists, whom Admiral Mles had sent from
Moscow, to be enbarked.
There were enbarked al so in EMPRESS OF CANADA the follow ng British
Oficers:
Col onel Paget
Col onel @ui ness
Maj or Birse

Squadr on Leader Sl ee

Return passage to Spitzbergen

20. The passage northward t hrough the Wiite Sea was rendered unpl easant by
fog failure to neet the convoy "Dervish", as had been expected, before
entering the narrows at dusk, and mine reports.

The Senior British Naval Oficer, Mirnmansk's, nessage tinmed 20260 of
30th August, in which mnes were reported in position 67°55' N41°30' E, was

received in NIGERI A when 10 nmiles to the southward of this position.

21. Grenfjord was reached at 2200 on 1st Septenber.

Spi t zbergen - Enbarkation of Inperial Troops and of Norwegi ans

22. On passing Barentsburg, it was evident that the denolition schenme had
gone awy, part of the city being in flanes. This, it is understood, was due

to an unexpl ai ned m shap.
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The circunstances are being reported fully by the Brigadi er Cormandi ng

Tr oops.

23. The arrangenents for enbarkation made by HMS. AURORA were so wel |
forward that the work was conpl eted and ships ready for sea by 2200 on

3rd Sept enber.

24. EMPRESS OF CANADA was | oaded with a very |arge bul k of Norwegi an
personal property and stocks of preserved food.
OLlI GARCH was | oaded wi th Norwegi an preserved food and Russi an machi ne

tools and wireless stores. Details of the latter are included as Appendi x VI.

Wthdrawal from Spitzbergen

25. On the norning of 3rd Septenber, HMS. ELMescorting the sealing
vessel s POLARI C and SVALBARD and the whal er ANGNES was sailed to Akuyreri to
pass west of Jan Mayen.

In the afternoon, R F. A COLlI GARCH escorted by H M Ships HAZEL and
VAN OOST was sailed to the westward to rendezvous with cruisers later.

At 2030, the final meteorol ogical report was transnmtted from Longyear by
WT station and this and the station at Kap Linne di smantl ed.

H M Ships NIGERI A and AURORA and EMPRESS OF CANADA and Destroyers
sailed at 2230.

The Rug I SBJORN, which had been fully enployed until this tinme, sailed
with the cruisers with orders to join ELM s convoy.

The master of the Tug placed every obstruction in the way of sailing his
ship. He is credited with having handed over to the Germans | ast year, with
fatal results, a nunber of his crew who attenpted to persuade himto take the

vessel to Icel and.
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Maj or Pran of the Norwegi an Legation in London had undertaken to place a
Nor wegi an arnmed guard on board, but this he failed to do and it was necessary

at the last nonent to place a guard from AURORA onboard.

26. On 4th Septenber, aircraft fromHMS. NGR A were flown back to | ocate
and to check the reckonings of ELM and | SBIJORN.
It appeared fromtheir positions that | SBJORN would join ELM on the

nmor ni ng of 5th Septenber.

27. At mdnight, the cruisers parted conmpany fromthe EMPRESS OF CANADA and
Destroyers, the latter being routed to Scapa in accordance with the Vice-
admral, Second in Command, Hone Fleet's, nessage tinmed 2326A of

3rd Sept enber.
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REPORT NO 74
APPENDI X " B"

OPERATI ON " GAUNTLET"

(Appendix V to Flag O ficer Commandi ng, Force "A"'s No. 45/0190 dated

4t h Sept enber, 1941)

HMS. "AURCRA" - REPORT OF PROCEEDI NGS FOR PERI OD
26TH AUGUST TO 2ND SEPTEMBER, 1941

No. 0691/ 09. HMS. AURCRA

Sir:

2nd Sept enber, 1941.

| have the honour to subnit a report of ny proceedings for the period

Tuesday, 26th August, 1941 to Tuesday 2nd Septenber, 1941.

1800

0400
1500
1700
1800

2200
Thur sday,

Tuesday, 26th August
Sailed from Gonfjord and with SEALYHAM escorted convoy of 3

Nor wegi an ships to the Westward.
Wednesday, 27th August
Left convoy and returned to Gonfjord arriving there at 0900.
Brigadier Potts cane to |live on board.
OLlI GARCH, HAZEL and VAN COST sailed to the Westward.
Lieut. AR den, RNV.R, flewup the coast in the Walrus and

dropped notes on the trappers' huts to informthemthat AURORA
woul d collect themthe following day. Lieut. den was |anded in
Kongs Fjord to informthe popul ati on that AURORA woul d evacuate

themthe foll owing day. He spent the night there.
Sai l ed for Kong Fjord.
28t h August

0600

Arrived Kong Fjord, landed the Mlitary denolition party, picked up
Lieut. den and 2 trappers and sailed up the coast to collect 2

trappers who were at Ling Bay (79°50'N. 12°20'E).

On the way up the coast sent a boat in to Hanmbuger Bukt (70°32'N.
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10°46' E). to get sone fox skins which had been stored there by the

trappers from Kongs Fjord.
1100 Proceeded up the coast but on passing north of Ansterdanoya Is.

found that we were obtaining soundings half those marked on the
chart. Decided not to attenpt to take the ship to Ling Bay and
i nstead entered Fair Haven and sent the notor boat for the

t rappers.
1930 Mot or boat returned with the trappers. Proceeded to Kongs Fjord

arriving there at 2315. Commenced to enbark the popul ati on and

Mlitary.
Friday, 29th August
0145 Sailed from Kongs Fjord and arrived Advent Bay at 0845. Landed

Norwegi ans. During the afternoon Lieut. den flew to Sveagruva to
informflewto Sveagruva to informthe popul ati on that AURCRA woul d

evacuate themthe following day. He spent the night there.
2200 Sai l ed for Sveagruva.
Sat urday, 30th August
0400 Arrived Sveagruva and | anded Mlitary denolition party.
1200 Enbar kati on of Norwegi ans and denolitions conpleted. Enbarked

Mlitary and sailed for Advent Bay, arriving there 1900. Landed

Nor wegi ans.

Sunday, 31st August
Landed Band and small seaman party for Church Parade. After church

the Band played for half an hour for the benefit of the popul ation.
P. M Conmmrenced | oadi ng 200 tons of Norwegi an food stores for

transhi pment to EMPRESS OF CANADA.
Monday, 1st Septenber
0600 QLI GARCH, HAZEL and VAN COST arrived.
0900 Conpl eted | oadi ng stores. Fuelled from OLl GARCH  Commenced

| oadi ng OLI GARCH wi th Norwegi an food stores.
1300 Hear that Barentsburg had caught fire. Despatched HAZEL, VAN COST

and Norwegi an tun I SBJORN to evacuate Mlitary and stores.
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Tuesday, 2nd Sept enber

0600 Sailed for Gonfjord. Arrived there at 0800, proceeded al ongsi de

EMPRESS OF CANADA and unl oaded Norwegi an stores.
| have the honour to be
Sir,
Your obedi ent Servant,
(SGD.) WG AGNEW
Captai n

The Flag O fice Commandi ng,
FORCE "A".
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REPORT NO 74
APPENDI X " C'

THE CANADI ANS AT SPI TSBERGEN

By Major C. P. Stacey

Illustrated with British and Canadi an

Oficial Mlitary Photographs

In the year 1856 an adventurous young Anglo-Irish aristocrat, Lord
Dufferin, sailed to the Arctic archipel ago of Spitsbergen in his schooner-
yacht the Foam He subsequently described the voyage in a book which becane a

m nor classes: Letters fromH gh Latitudes. O Spitsbergen he wote: "I

thi nk, perhaps, its nost striking feature was the stillness - and deadness -
and inpassability of this newwrld: ice, and rock, and water surrounded us;
...... no atom of vegetation gave token of the earth's vitality; an universa

nunbness and dunbness seened to pervade the solitude"

In later years Lord Dufferin became Governor-General of the young
Dom ni on of Canada. At that period not many peopl e thought of the possibility
of the "Col oni es" playing inportant parts on the international stage or
intervening in theatres of war far fromtheir own shores; and it would
probably have surprised Dufferin - as it would certainly have pl eased his
romantic inagination - could he have known that, eighty-five years after his
yout hful voyage, the changing fortunes of a great world conflict would bring a
force of Canadian soldiers sailing into the Norwegian Arctic in the track of
his brave little Foam to break in upon the ancient solitudes which he had
descri bed and provide the islands with the strangest episode in their

chequered history.
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Spitsbergen - called by its Norwegi an owners Sval bard - lies 370 mles
fromthe northern point of Norway, roughly 1200 fromthe mai nl and of Scotl and,
and only some 600 fromthe North Pole. The archipelago has a total area of
about 25,000 squares mles. It has been well known to Europeans since 1596,
when it was discovered by an expedition of Netherlanders whose | eading spirit
was W liam Barendszoon or Barents. Barents perished the next year off the
coast of Novaya Zem aya; but the islands still bear the nanme he gave them
deriving (as he said) fromthe fact that "the land ...... consi sted only of
nmount ai ns and pointed hills", and his own nane is kept in menory by the
Barents Sea to the eastward where he nmet his end, and the town of Barentsburg

in Spitsbergen itself.?

Al nmost fromthe date of its discovery, Spitsbergen was an internationa
bone of contention as a result of its inportance as a centre of the whaling
i ndustry, and many nations, including England, laid claimto it. None,
however, colonised it, and though parties sonetimes wintered there and a few
Russi an trappers spent several consecutive years in the islands, the

Encycl opedia Britannica could still say as recently as 1911, "Spitsbergen has

never been permanently inhabited". The fact that the islands have 112 days of
total darkness annually certainly hel ped to discourage col oni zati on. Just
before the first Geat War the whaling industry, to all intents and purposes,
finally died out. Already, however, a new and nore inportant activity had
made its appearance. The exploitation of the inportant coal deposits on West

Spi t sbergen began in 1900; and it received new i npetus fromthe war of

The rather nore common formin English in "Spitzbergen"; but the nanme is Dutch
not Gernman, and "Spitsbergen" is clearly correct. On the history of Spitsbergen
see two books by Sir Martin Conway, No Man's Land : A History of Spitsbergen
fromlts Discovery in 1596 to the Beginning of the Scientific Exploration of the
Country (Canbridge, 1906), and The First Crossing of Spitsbergen (London, 1897).
Two nore recent works are R N Rudnose Brown, Spitsbergen (London, 1920) and
Seton Gordon, Am d Snowy Wastes (London, 1922).
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1914- 18, when Scandi navia found itself largely cut off fromits nore normal
itself largely cut off fromits nore normal sources of coal. By 1922 the
ar chi pel ago had acquired a pernmanent m ni ng popul ati on of about 1, 000,

predom nantly Norwegi an.

This new situation increased the desirability of settling the status of
Spitsbergen. This was effected as part of the general post-war settlenment by
a treaty (1920) which awarded the sovereignty to Norway. GCermany and Russia
subsequent |y accepted this arrangenment, and Spitsbergen ceased to be "No Man's
Land" with the formal proclamation of Norwegi an sovereignty on 14 August 1925.
Hereafter, however, Russia's interest in the islands increased rather than
dimnished. 1n 1931 a Russian state coal conmpany began work there. The
Russi an conmunity enjoyed a very | arge neasure of autonony, and its life was
organi zed much as if it had been situated within the territories of the

US SR

In 1941, when a new turn of the Second G eat War suddenly broke in upon
Spi t sbergen, the total popul ation of the col ony was about 2,800 souls, of whom
some 2,00 were Russians. The whole 2,800 lived upon the large island of West
Spi t sbergen, the vast mpjority of them upon the banks of the Isfjord (lce
Sound), the great inlet, nore than 55 nmiles | ong, upon whose shores are found
the richest seans of coal. The admi nistrative centre and the chief Norwegian
settl enent was at Longyear City (Longyearby, Longyearbyen), on Advent Bay near
the head of the Sound. This place owed its name to an Anmerican whose conpany
fornerly operated a mine there. The chief Russian settlenent was Barentsburg
on Green Harbour, another branch of the Sound nuch nearer to its nmouth; this

was the largest single community in Spitsbergen
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Inits early stages this War affected Spitsbergen relatively little.
The Germans overran the Norwegi an mainland in 1940 but made no attenpt to
occupy this distant dependency. Wth their attack on Russia on 22 June 1941,
however, these northern seas took on a new inportance. Germany was now known
to be casting sheep's eyes at the archipelago, with the idea of possessing
herself of its coal and utilizing it to support her canpaign against Russia in
the Far North. In these circunstances, the British authorities, in agreenent
with Russia and with the Norwegi an Government in London, resolved to make

nmeasures to deny these supplies to Germany.

The nmeans which it was decided to enploy was a small mlitary expedition
under naval convoy. This force was to disable the mnes to the point of
ensuring that the Germans could derive no benefit fromthem and destroy the
accumul ated stocks of free coal. In addition, it was to renove the Russian
popul ati on of Spitsbergen to Russia, and to evacuate the Norwegi ans to
England. It was arranged that a small Norwegian mlitary detachnment woul d
formpart of the expedition, and that a Norwegi an gover nor-desi gnate and
Russi an representatives would acconpany it; but Canada was offered, and
accepted, the honour of providing the major part of the mlitary force from

her army in the United Ki ngdom

Early in August, in consequence, a considerable force of Canadi an troops
slipped unostentatiously away fromtheir quarters in Southern England. They
travelled to a special training establishment where for a tinme the units
tidied the techni que of "conbined operations”. They famliarized thenselves
wi th various types of |anding-craft; they practised enploying these for
| andi ngs on beaches held by the eneny; they carried out |long route marches
ashore; and in other ways they fitted and hardened thensel ves for the distant

and adventurous operation which |lay ahead. On the nature of that operation -
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and whet her there was really to be one at all - they speculated freely (and

i naccurately); for only a very few of the senior officers of the force had the
slightest inkling of the real plan. After sone days of this activity a

consi derabl e part of the force returned to their former quarters; but the
units selected for the actual expedition found thenselves, to their unbounded
sati sfaction, enbarked upon a transport and setting out under naval escort

froma British port.

The force, which thus set out for a destination which nost of its
menbers did not even suspect, was conmanded by Brigadier A E Potts, E.D.
Oficer-in-Command of a Western Infantry Brigade of the Canadi an Corps: a
veteran of the last war, in which he rose fromthe ranks to a conm ssion, and
incivil life a menber of the staff of the University of Saskatchewan. It was
made up of a Field Conpany of Royal Canadi an Engi neers conmanded by
Maj or G Wal sh, a detachnment of the Ednonton Regi nent commanded by
Major WG Bury, and one of nachi ne gunners of the Saskatoon Light Infantry
(MG) under Captain G F.P. Bradbrooke; in addition to detachnments of the
Royal Canadi an Corps of Signals, the Royal Canadian Arny Medical Corps, and
t he Royal Canadian Arny Pay Corps. Several snall detachnments of British

troops were also included in the force, anong thema party of Royal Engineers.

Many of the nmen included in the Spitsbergen force had been nenbers of
t he Canadi an expedition which was organized to take part in the projected
attack on Trondheimin the Norweigian canpai gn of 1940, but which never
sailed. It was poetically just that these should now get this new
opportunity. And it was particularly appropriate, perhaps, that the Ednonton
Regi ment should be well represented in this Arctic operation; for this unit
clains to be the nost northerly Infantry Reginment in the British Enpire, and

many of its men serving in this expedition came fromthe region of Peace
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River. This adventure, however, was to take theminto | atitudes which were

not those of Northern Al berta, but those of Ell esnmere |sland.

The transport which carried the force to Spitsbergen was, again
appropriately enough, a liner famous in the River St. Lawence in tinme of
peace, and which, since the outbreak of war, had carried nany Canadi an
soldiers to the United Kingdom The naval force which escorted her on the
first leg of her journey subsequently handed her over at sea to the squadron
which was to formthe all-inportant naval conponent of the expedition to
Spi tsbergen. This force was comranded by one of the great naval |eaders of
this war, Rear-Admiral P.1. Vian, D.S.O Admiral Vian first cane to public
notice in 1940 as the bold commander of the destroyer "Cossack"”, which
liberated the British prisoners held on the German ship "Altmark”. He had
subsequent |y distinguished hinself in the action against the "Bismarck”, in
whi ch he earned a second bar to his D.S.O; and he was to win fresh laurels on
the present occasion. Mre recently he has gained still nore fame in
operations in the Mediterranean, and has beconme Sir Philip Vian. For the
Spi t sbergen operati on he had under his conmand a ni xed force of cruisers,

destroyers and smaller craft.

The voyage was untroubl ed by eneny action, and the sea was calm A cal
at lceland afforded Adm ral Vian and Brigadier Potts (who had nmet in London
some time before) an opportunity for a conference on the flagship in which the
final details of the operation were settled. Only after the squadron was wel |
out fromlceland did the Brigadier take his men into his confidence. Speaking
just before a ship's concert, he told themthe full story of the task ahead,
warning themthat it neant |ong hours of hard work; that the highest standard
of discipline would be required; and that they nust be prepared to encounter

and crush attenpts by the eneny to interfere with the programme. The
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announcenent was received with cheers. Wen the sharp snowslide nountains
whi ch gave Spitsbergen its nane finally Iifted their heads on the horizon, the

men of the force were tense with expectation

Early in the norning of 25 August, the ships steaned towards the nouth
of lce Sound. Aircraft roared off fromthe flagship to search the nooks and
cranni es of the coastline for eneny vessels, and found none. Then a
destroyer, speedi ng ahead of the squadron, set the first |anding party ashore
on the soil of Spitsbergen. This party was conposed of nen of the Royal
Canadi an Corps of Signals and Norwegi an soldiers; and their m ssion nouth of
Ice Sound. They went ashore well armed and prepared for any eventuality; but

they were greeted with smles handshakes.

The squadron now sailed majestically into Ice Sound and cane to anchor
in Geen Harbour. Naval vessels carried mlitary detachnments to settlenents
further up the Sound - the Norwegi an netropolis of Longyear City (where
another wireless station was at once taken over), and the Russian mning
vill ages of Grumantby and Pyram des. While these arrangenents went forward in
accordance with plans made in advance, Brigadier Potts hinself went ashore at
Bar ent sburg and the Eastern town which hung precariously on the steep eastern
side of Green Harbour. The inhabitants here were delighted to see the
expedition; the local dignitaries were on the jetty to great its |eader
(M. Ross Munro, the correspondent of the Canadi an Press, who was present,
recorded that one of them "shook hands bowi ng formally as if he were being
presented at Bucki ngham Pal ace)"; and friendly rel ations were established at
once. Negotiations followd at the Conmunal Centre in the town, and
arrangenents for the evacuation of the Russian popul ati on were speedily

conpl et ed.
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Thi s evacuation was the first great task; for the Russians were to be
carried to their own country by the expedition's transport, which would then
return to Spitsbergen to take the troops and the Norwegi ans back to Britain.
The enbarkati on of the whol e Russian population with their baggage was a
t renendous undertaki ng, conplicated by the fact that the troops were
si mul taneously conpleting the Ianding of the force's stores; but the whole job
was done within the conmpass of one hectic day and that day's m dnight saw the
great transport steam ng out of Green Harbour on her way to one of Russia's
northern ports. Men of the Ednonton Regi nent, the Saskatoon Light Infantry,
and the R C A MC. nmade the voyage on board her. A strong naval escort
wat ched over her; while other ships of Admiral Vian's force remai ned at
Spi tsbergen to protect the troops ashore and assist in the strangenents for

t he Norwegi an evacuati on

Wth the Russians safely on their way, the Engi neers, Canadi an and
British, fell to work on the business of denmolition. Essential parts of the
machi nery of the various mnes were either renoved or destroyed, the power
plants receiving particular attention. |In this work an inportant part was
pl ayed by Captain Perry Hall, an experienced m ning engi neer and an officer of
a Tunnel ling Conpany of the Royal Canadi an Engi neers, who had been attached to
the expedition with this in view The disused wireless station near
Bar ent sburg was bl own up. A particularly spectacul ar piece of denolition was
the destruction by explosives of the overhead conveyor system which brought
coal fromone of the Longyear mnes to the dockside. The great piles of free
coal were ignited by the use of petrol and oil, scores of fires being started
in each of them the total anount of coal thus destroyed on the island was in
the vicinity of 450,000 tons. |In addition, perhaps 275,000 gallons of fue
oil, petrol and grease were done away wi th, either by burning or being poured

into the sea. The oil fire at Barentsbarg inpressed even those who had seen
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the London fires of 1940. One witness wote, "Exploding barrels were seen to
a hei ght of about 250 feet and were thrown out fromthe pile, flamng, to a

di stance of from 350 to 400 feet".

The evacuation of the Norwegi an popul ation invol ved visiting outlying
settlenents, carrying out denolitions there, and bringing the people fromthem
to Advent Bay. The nost inportant of these visits was that paid by a cruiser
to Ny Aal esund on King's Bay, or Kongsfjord, an inlet some 60 mles north of
Ice Sound. This little settlement, situated just below the 79th parallel, is
said to be the nost northerly town in the world. A simlar call was nade at a
smal | er Norwegi an village at Syeagruva on Low Sound, south of lce Sound. In
addition a nunber of hunters and trappers living in isolated spots along the

coast were picked up individually.

On Sunday, 31 August, the Sabbath was cel ebrated at Longyear Gty with a
nodest touch of cerenpnial. A naval and mlitary Church Parade took pl ace;
soldiers and sailors led by a Marine band marched to the settlenent's little
wooden church, and Brigadier Potts took the salute as the force marched past

hi m

The evacuation of the outlying settlenents was only well conpl eted when
the expedition's transport and her escort again dropped anchor in G een
Har bour, havi ng successfully conpleted their mssion to Russian waters. The
shi p had di scharged her Russi an passengers, but had enbarked in their place a
group of nearly 200 Free French officers and soldiers. They had escaped to
Russia from Gernman prison canps, and were overjoyed at the opportunity which
t he expedition afforded them of reachi ng Engl and and joining the forces of
Ceneral de Gaulle. These valiant Frenchnen had undergone many hardshi ps and

m series during their long Qdyssey; but their hearts were high and their
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cour age unbroken, and nore than one Canadi an recorded his admration of their

spirit.

Thr ough the ki ndness of one of these French officers, Colone
Billotte, now Chief of Staff to General de Gaulle, it is possible to print
here a few el oquent paragraphs of a book which another of the party,
Li eutenant Brilhac, has witten to tell the story of their experiences, and
which will be published shortly under the title "Pour Conmbattre Avec De
Gaul l e". These passages tell of the conradely association between the
Frenchrmen and the British and Canadi an sol diers who wel coned themto the ship
in the Wiite Sea, and of the scene that greeted themon her arrival at Geen

Har bour .

"Mais ce qui nous rend ces quel ques jours passJs sur |e paquebot plus
gue prJcieux, ce n'est pas tant d'y avoir retrouvl) les raffinenents de |a
civilisation que d'y avoir JtJ accueillis come nous |'avons JtJ; |a faHon de
donner vaut m eux que ce qu' on donne: clochards sans Patrie qui trenblions
gu' on prlJtendlt nous faire honte de | a France, nous avons decouvert que, pour
| es Angl ais comme pour |es Canadiens, la Franch reste |a France, grande de son
passJ et de ses vertus. Chaque mnute nous a apportJ la preuve d' une
af fection qui passe les bornes de la fraternitJ d' arnes; ceux d' entre nous qu
ignoraient |la dllicatesse anglaise, ont appris qu'elle se marque dans |e
noi ndre geste et dans le noindre silence aussi bien que dans |le plus gJnJreux
don. A peine avions-nous nmis |le pied B bord que des officiers anglais et
canadi ens frappaint B la porte de nos cabi nes et apportaient a chaque officier
franHais une de leurs propres tenues afin de | eur pernettre d' Ltre enfin

prJsentabl es. Pour conprendre ce que nous avons ressenti, il faudrait avois
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entendu des nots tel que celui du second du paquebot qui, apres nous avoir
fait visiter la salle des cartes et |le poste de commande, et come nous |le

renerciions d avoir bien voulu nous nontrer des lieux qui sont habituellenment
tenus secrets, nous rJpondit: "Rien n' est secret quand il s'agit d' ams".
Surtout, il faudrait avoir assistJ a s'agit d amis". Surtout, il faudrait
avoir assistJ a la reception qui fut offerte, le premier soir, aux officiers
Jvadls et dont je ne veux garder qu'une vision, celle d officiers anglais,

canadi ens et franHais c™e B c™e au garde-B-vous, fraternell enent unis et

chantant d'une seule voix "La Marseillaise" et le "God save the King"

"AprPs de telles experiences, qui d entre nous ne souscrirait aux
parol es que prononca le Colonel Billotte |le dernier soir du voyage: "Un
Polonais illustre a Jcrit que tout home avait deux Patries: la sienne et

puis la France. De nine, nous pouvons dire que tout FranHais a sujourd' hui

deux Patries: la France et |'Angleterre”

"Mauri ce Constantin-Wyer de retour du Grand Nord a contJ ce qu'il
appela "La nuit de Magdal ena": notre journJe de |I'lsfjord aussi neriterait
son ronman. Ce fut une journle de quatre jours telle qu' en croisiPre n"en a
jamais vJcu ni n'en vivra jamais nul Rockefeller. Tout est encore prJlsent
sans que nous ayons besoin de scruter nos souvenirs: |e bateau est ancrJ au
pied d un cirque de rochers i menses dont des |lichens et des herbes qu'on
dirait brflJs par quel que indendie teignent |es versants de coul eur ocre et
fauve, vision sinistre dans de paysage ou |les seules tonalitls de la terre

sont les blancs, les gris et |les bleus; dome fond de dJcor, c'est la
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magni fi cence bl anche des glaciers de |'lInlandsis, six |arges chenaux de gl ace
dJbouchant sur la rive en un seul et formidable confluent. Et derriPre nous,
avenue d'eau calnme parm les solitudes, s'Jtend |'Isfjord; au pied des

gl aciers, les eaux sont noires avec parfois des reflets blancs, mais vers le

large, elles sont belles et claires, bleues come celles d'un lac italien et,
la nuit, on dirait que | e bateau repose sur une nappe d'Jnmeraude. Q' est-ce-
que |'"inmobilite russe auprPs de ces etendues nortes! Et quel silence! Sur
une plage se dressent quel ques baraques c*te B c*e: c'est un village de
pLcheurs de phoques abandonnJ, village du bord des eaux tel qu'il dut en

exi ster aux preniers >ges, village perdu des confins nordi ques pareil B tant
d autres de tous les rivages du nonde, debut de |'humanitJ, extrJnitJ de

| "humanitJ. Rien ne parvient B troubler ce calne, ni les vols de goNl ands qu
t ournoi ent autour de nous, ni notre foie, ni nine |a prJsence de |la guerre:
pourtant une flotte britannique est ici et devant nous Barensbury, rougeoyant
sous en Jnorne chanpi gnon de fumle, brfler la ville de Troie quand | es Grecs
|"eurent pillJe : cing cent mlle tonnes de charbon se consunent parm |es

gl aces”.

The tine was now approaching for the force to say goodbye to
Spi tsbergen. The final denolitions were carried out. The last task in this
respect was the destruction of the wireless stations at Kap Linne and Longyear
Cty. Al through the occupation these stations had remai ned in operation
conmmuni cating normally with German-controlled stations in Norway, and
transmtting weather reports, apparently as usual. Actually the nmessages thus

sent were | ess ingenuous than they appeared; for on several occasions they
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reported fog conditions which did not exist. The object was to di scourage
aerial reconnai ssance which mght |lead to discovery of what was going on in
Spi tsbergen and its surrounding waters. It appears, in fact, that the
deception was conpl etely successful and the Germans never realized that

anyt hing was wong until wi reless transm ssion ceased; for when the expedition
was well out at sea on its way back to Britain their station at Tronmsoe was

heard calling Spitsbergen and inquiring urgently why it did not answer.

Shortly before midnight on the night of the 3rd - 4th Septenber, the
transport, having re-enbarked the mlitary force, sailed with her naval escort
from Geen Harbour. Myving out to sea in the Arctic twilight, she passed what
the denolitions and acconpanying fires had left of Barentsburg, with its great
coal -piles blazing brightly; and as she turned towards the open ocean the
fires it days before at G umantby, far up Ice Sound, could be clearly seen

These various fires may well be burning still.

The ten days' sojourn in Spitsbergen had been a change for the Canadi an
troops, but certainly not a rest. Throughout the period they worked in
shifts, four hours on duty, four hours off; and the work was heavy. During
t he occupation, thanks to the "m dnight sun", which was never far or |ong
bel ow the horizon, it was never wholly dark, though towards the end the nights
were growi ng noticeably darker. |In these conditions it was difficult to keep
track of the passage of time, and officers and nmen on their return to Britain

frequently found it hard to say how |l ong the occupation had actual ly | asted.

Al t hough the nen of the expedition had been i ssued with special Arctic
kit, the weather during the stay at Spitsbergen was not especially cold and
the troops were able to work without heavy outer garnments. The tenperatures

in western Spitsbergen are, in fact, atrifle |less extrenme than m ght be
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expected in so high a latitude; the branch of the GQulf Stream sonetinmes called
the "North Atlantic Drift" washes this shore of the Archipelago and materially

affects its clinate.

The conpany on board the great steanship on the honeward voyage was
m xed in the ast degree. British and Canadi an sol di ers; Norwegi an soldiers
and civilians, - nmen, wonen and children; the Free French officers and nen;
the Russian official party - all these contributed to make the group one of
the nobst cosmopolitan that ever put to sea. Not the |east popul ar menbers of
t he conpany were the team of 15 sl ed dogs which one of the Norwegian trappers

had brought on board.

The weat her conti nued pl easant and the sea calm and for the mlitary
force the voyage was pleasantly uneventful. For the Navy, however, the really
interesting part of the affair was just beginning. After seeing the transport
well on her way to Britain, Admral Vian, |eaving an adequate escort wth her,
parted conmpany with the expedition which he had so efficiently protected and

with his main force steaned off to the eastward on busi ness.

The nature of the business becane apparent a few days later. British
newspapers then told how a force commanded by Admiral Vian had fallen suddenly
upon a CGerman naval formation "within five mles of the North Cape", and
taking the eneny entirely by surprise had sunk the 1500-ton gunnery training
crui ser "Brense", a destroyer, and two smaller vessels, while scoring hits on
at least two other ships. Al this was acconplished without a single casualty
on the British side. Such was Admiral Vian's characteristic postscript to the

Spi t sbergen operati on.
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The Canadi an troops of the expedition had been absent fromtheir
accustoned stations in England for an entire nmonth on the day when "the green
and brown hospitabl e shores of Scotland” (as one of the nenbers of the
expedition wote) again came into view, and the troops, who had been delighted
to | eave, were now glad to be returning. On Septenber 8 the ship cane to
anchor in a British harbour, and that afternoon the Canadi ans entrained for

their old quarters.

They regretted extrenmely that the adventure had brought them no contact
with the enenmy. Neverthel ess, the expedition had acconplished everything
which it set out to do. The popul ation of Spitsbergen had been safely
evacuated - the Russians to their own country, the Norwegians to Britain.

Spi tsbergen's coal had been denied to the eneny, and he had been deprived of
val uabl e nmeteorological facilities. Not a man had been | ost from any cause.
And far frominterfering with the enterprise, the Germans had not even
succeeded in discovering that it was in progress. This was due mainly to the
very conpl ete precautions which had been taken to conceal the fact that the

force had noved, and in particular to conceal its destination

Brigadier Potts and his officers and men had, in fact, been the chief
actors in an episode unique in mlitary history, and one which illustrated in
singularly striking fashion the extent of a conflict which, far better even
than that of 1914-18, deserved the title of Wrld War. No previous struggle
bet ween nodern states had brought the Arctic seas so definitely within its
scope; and never before had a mlitary force advanced so close to the North
Pole. Before this unpredictable war has run its course, Canadi an sol diers may
serve in other strange corners of the world; but it may be doubted whether any
detachment will find itself operating in a nore renote area than that which

fell to the ot of the expedition to Spitsbergen
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